&) 2003: Opening a New Way
INVITED BEYOND BOUNDARIES AND BORDERS

"A friend heard about you on TV, so | wanted to goand learn about what you do."
explains Carla Herrera who is the Founder and foiDiector of the Mexican organization El
Centro de Estudios para Invidentes [The Centetuafi&s for the Blind] (CEIAC for short), now
President of their Board of Directors. "[FlashS¢imaa great tool for a blind person. You have a
very easy and fun way of teaching it. When a bpedson starts to use their cane, it seems like
things work against you; you need to work your wapugh things. Your system really makes
the blind person feel that the environment workgliem. To be able to move so freely in open

’ . space transfers into self confidence for blind pedpefore meeting you | was aware when there
: h” /‘(’& was a wall or open space, but working with you maeefeel almost like things had life, and |
— i)\ became more sensitive to the dimension of thingsvarat things are. It really amazed me to
learn to distinguish between a wall and stairdaiween a tree and a car where | couldn't beforead a way of becoming integrated
with the environment. It's really a good challenfe be alone or with another blind person on a rneiargetting around with this sys-
tem really changes perceptions even of blind peb@éer her program with us, Carla invited us argiastically to Mexico to provide
a week of FlashSonar training to 27 students awnerakinstructors of CEIAC.

"l thought it would not work." admits Ferdinando 1&zales, Orientation and Mobility Instructor for G¥l.
"It was something hard to believe, but now | knowill work. I am planning to add to my classes@&obka-
tion. It is something very important and extraoatin The way FlashSonar is used has no limitanthe
used anywhere and taught to anyone. It is goirtngelo students in the way of life. They will be atdeorient
themselves in a room, the streets, the field, aydotace. When a blind person can describe objeatsare
metallic, big, small, fat and skinny, it was sonieghl could not conceive. They were able to findises and
landmarks in the city. | knew that could be dong, ot describing objects! That to me was very ispive!
| stay very satisfied with all the knowledge yoft les."

"l thought it was stupid at first,” states Georget®, a very tall man with a very deep voice whakes

his living as a masseur, "but I've changed my miindsh | had learned this a long time ago. Maybe
wouldn't have broken my teeth. | think that eveg/bias learned something very important from thi
course. | would recommend it to others."




”@ World Access for the Blind

: not know that Jose-Luis could fight for the balutBvell, | Iearned and | liked it a lot, becaumw that
even blind people had the desire for sports. Wedl,not as if they don't know anything; they dlavant to
thank you both, because | did not know that thetimolick would help me know where walls, trees, and
things like that are."

"l wish that the courses would not end," insiste#&ra very bright and talented 10-year-old
girl blind from birth. "It was a sport that helps arient ourselves. For example, in the airport
we can guide and orient ourselves - where thettitad is, a wall, or something. Blind peo-
ple can learn this, because we are not a thingldkéurniture that can't do anything. They can
learn; they just need the will to learn. Thankgada both for what you have taught us."

Instructional Coach Juan Ruiz, (below) backs awaynftwo
mutineers in this swashbuckling game utilizing ‘sdtswords”.

"It's amazing,
the techniques
you guys came
to teach us,"

8 AR says Myrna Vega,
HITEN 2% Director of CEIAC.
"Everybody is happy, and they are applying it. | amry surprised
at the manner in which the students have learnedriduct them-
selves. In your video | saw that they conductededves in a fast
pace. | had my worries whether it was real. le@l r the way they
learned to conduct themselves very well, and theyemvith
confidence and speed. The only thing left is toregp my gratitude
for your time and collaboration. Thank you very indiar accepting
our invitations."




